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hairs. Your Majesty cannot fail to find this wish
justifiable and natural, since it is none other than to
see properly rewarded, at this moment of peace won
by bloody sacrifice, those of my brave comrades who
earned the right to claim your exalted favour on so
many glorious and decisive days. My great age, my
health, ruined by the fatigues of war, will probably
leave me but little time for the enjoyment of this
period of glorious achievement. But I regard the
army as if it were my family, and it would pain me to
feel that I had to leave it for ever without seeing it in
possession of that inheritance the obtaining for it of
which I regard as my holy duty.

Blucher had decided to leave Paris for Berlin
when a letter from the Prince Regent of England,
the future George Fourth, changed all his plans.
"I went with the letter to the King," Blucher
writes; "he said: 'Blucher, you must take the
journey; it is something that cannot be refused.
But wait a week, still/"

The letter spoke of Blucher's renown, which
would go down to posterity, and expressed the
conviction that to him should be attributed a great
part of the credit for the final result of the cam-
paign. Then came a pressing invitation to visit
England in order that the Prince Regent might
show his admiration, his gratitude, and his sincere
esteem.

It was finally arranged that the visit to England
should take place early in June and that it should
be made in the august company of the Tsar